Western NC Wildfire Danger Information
For Thursday, November 10, 2016

Most of western North Carolina is experiencing severe drought conditions, resulting in an increased
danger of wildfire activity.

An outdoor burning ban has been issued for 25 western NC counties (Alexander, Avery, Buncombe,
Burke, Caldwell, Catawba, Cherokee, Clay, Cleveland, Gaston, Graham, Haywood, Henderson, Jackson,
Lincoln, Macon, Madison, McDowell, Mitchell, Polk, Rutherford, Swain, Transylvania, Watauga and
Yancey).

A violation of the burning ban is subject to a fine of $100 plus court costs of $180.

The ban does not cover fires set within 100 feet of an occupied dwelling. Such fires fall under the
jurisdiction of the county, which may set its own burning restrictions.

Besides debris burning and campfires, residents and visitors to the area should be aware of other fire
causes they can help prevent:

0 Improperly disposed of ash from fireplaces and other sources;

0 Hot parts on automobiles and other machinery igniting tall grass;

0 Improperly maintained electric fences, including tall grass near fences;
O Carelessly discarded cigarettes;

0 Children playing with matches or lighters;

0 Fireworks, including those considered “safe”, such as sparklers;

0 Metal welding or grinding;

This period of fire danger is not expected to end until significant rainfall is received, and that may not
occur until December.

For information on increasing the survivability of your home in a wildfire, visit www.firewise.org/.
Information on individual fires burning in North Carolina can be found at inciweb.nwcg.gov/state/34/.

So far in 2016, more than 2800 wildfires have burned about 18,595 acres in North Carolina.
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