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Nags Head Woods Wildfire Contained at 232 Acres 
No Structures Affected; Better Weather Expected 
 
DURHAM – The wildfire at The Nature Conservancy’s Nags Head Woods Preserve has been contained at 
approximately 232 acres.  Today crews are mopping up – extinguishing smoldering stumps and putting out pockets 
of fire. The weather is improved with less wind and more moisture, which will help with the situation.  
 
Thanks to firefighters’ efforts, nearby structures – including some homes – were not affected. The fire was largely 
confined to marsh and swamp forest on the west side of the preserve.  
 
Because of the improved conditions, Nature Conservancy staff from Virginia and Wilmington, North Carolina are 
returning to their home bases.  Conservancy staff from Southern Pines will remain on site along with the North 
Carolina Forest Service, which led the firefighting effort.  
  
The Nags Head Woods Preserve remains closed to the public today. It will reopen tomorrow. Conservancy staff 
advise weekend visitors to stay on designated trails, because there is the possibility of a few remaining smoldering 
areas that could be harmful to visitors. 
 
The cause of the fire, which was reported at 9:20 Tuesday night, remains under investigation. Authorities note that 
there were no obvious causes – no lightning in the area and no other sources of fire. The last controlled burn in the 
area was more than a year ago. 
 
At more than 1,100 acres, The Conservancy’s Nags Head Woods Preserve is the largest remaining intact maritime 
forest on the East Coast.  More information about the preserve is available at nature.org/nhw. 
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### 
The Nature Conservancy is a leading conservation organization working around the world to protect 
ecologically important lands and waters for nature and people.  To date, the Conservancy and its more 
than one million members have been responsible for the protection of more than 18 million acres in the 
United States and have helped preserve more than 117 million acres in Latin America, the Caribbean, 
Asia and the Pacific. The North Carolina Chapter of The Nature Conservancy and its 28,000 members 
have protected nearly 700,000 acres in the state.  Visit us on the Web at nature.org/northcarolina. 

 


