
Fires by Cause in North Carolina, 1970-2015 

Data from the North Carolina Forest Service Fire Reporting System                                                            

YEA
R

 

FIR
ES

 

A
C

R
ES

 

LIG
H

TN
IN

G
 

C
A

M
PIN

G
 

SM
O

K
IN

G
 

D
EB

R
IS  

B
U

R
N

IN
G

 

IN
C

EN
D

IA
R

Y
 

M
A

C
H

. U
SE

 

R
A

ILR
O

A
D

 

C
H

ILD
R

EN
 

M
ISC

. 

2015 3,886 10,588 77 32 82 1671 444 416 0 223 941 
2014 4,593 13,327 53 41 90 2237 706 460 30 210 766 
2013 3,374 9,451 20 37 102 1,492 580 344 14 200 583 
2012 3,550 11,992 129 46 91 1,221 715 384 36 228 668 
2011 5,265 63,547 200 28 216 2,102 1012 522 40 298 803 
2010 4,053 14,703 71 36 166 1,642 801 435 24 268 602 
2009 3,291 12,328 56 38 186 1,309 618 283 26 246 528 
2008 4,378 49,929 197 36 246 1,565 758 384 58 332 802 
2007 7,260 36,850 215 105 503 2,461 1,476 614 98 614 1,174 
2006 5,767 23,364 98 60 360 2414 1031 489 53 452 810 
2005 4,078 14,981 49 47 278 1,697 764 347 45 311 540 
2004 4,406 14,221 29 49 255 2,046 693 337 36 335 626 
2003 2,041 31,843 10 21 121 864 355 187 15 154 314 
2002 5,655 27,678 261 73 369 2,250 975 397 65 501 764 
2001 8,240 28,576 82 110 708 3,227 1593 635 121 749 1,015 
2000 5,039 24,660 57 60 358 2,049 956 372 118 443 626 
1999 6,341 27,389 110  75  439  2,629  1,195  412 107  598  776  
1998 4,377 15,083 80  40  297  1,753 943 322 63  387  492 
1997 4,663 16,037 127  50  273  1,890  929  350 86  477  481  
1996 4,312 15,338 49  35  300  1,838  807  262 81  428  512  
1995 5,296 21,253 48  58  457  2,165  1,134  277  49  559  549  
1994 5,810 26,659 100  73  474  2,472  1,188  302  61  525  615  
1993 4,793 25,334 204  59  397  1,690  1,086  303  56  430  568  
1992 5,721 23,952 54  52  622  2,322  1,237  340  57  444  593  
1991 5,051 24,336 49  60  483  1,945  1,178  282  51  394  609  
1990 4,037 26,193 129  41  354  1,352  1,199  251  36  291  384  
1989 2,660 14,440 32  32  260  1,008  664  134  47  188  295  
1988 4,581 23,795 151  48  496  1,636  1159  216  74  313  488  
1987 3,908 17,834 89  55  374  1,517  880  239  62  266  426  
1986 5,580 113,479 188  66  652  1,794  1,366  318  92  458  646  
1985 7,320 162,473 92  80  834 2,861  1,674  345  172  487  775  
1984 3,569 19,771 30  53  317  1,453  829  216  95  236  340  
1983 2,900 12,579 99  24  276  1,001  648  270  128  195  259  
1982 3,734 74,269 23  40  349  1,557  817  163  179  228  378  
1981 8,746 108,253 58  122  996  3,023  2,231  352  444  572  948  
1980 4,420 62,705 107  52  492  1,513  1,072  225  301  281  377  
1979 3,563 30,767 12  41  403  1,433  809  127  244  237  257  
1978 4,865 36,137 29  50  604  1,735  1,093  175  326  329  524  
1977 5,836 38,295 129  48  627  2,141  1,177  208  409  385  712  
1976 6,355 69,805 26  60  736  2,007  1,705  233  342  447  799  
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1975 2,710 16,321 24  38  332  852  591  88  139  253  393  
1974 3,407 33,836 8  35  433  1,198  749  111  220  244  409  
1973 3,649 29,658 17  55  540  1,218  743  156  154  227  539  
1972 2,524 37,715 16  22  261  886  601  81  193  189  275  
1971 4,015 79,864 26  40  528  1,208  784  105  410  241  673  
1970 5,291 72,747 64  45  722  1,752  1,084  191  454  265  714  

 


